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Our Mission 

 Wings of Hope for Africa Foundation is a Canadian registered non-profit organization based 

in Calgary, Alberta. Founded in 2011. We are dedicated to improving the quality and value of life of 

children and families in Burundi, East Africa. Our mission is to relieve poverty by implementing self-

sufficient agriculture initiatives, providing basic tools for education, and by aiding with health care 

provisions and medical supplies to persons in need. We strive to create equal opportunities for eve-

ryone and to see the poor uplifted from desperate poverty to joyful self-sufficiency.  

 With complete transparency we strive to positively impact the people and communities who 

need it most. We serve all people regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, gender, or sexual orienta-

tion.  

 We are currently operating in the communities of Buterere and Kivumu, Burundi, and looking 

to expand to help others as our organization grows. In 2016, we began a new initiative called Hope 

for Kids Program Canada, a project to assist low-income Canadian families. This initiative will align 

with our core mission of helping the poor, supporting healthcare, children’s education, and helping 

families in need, here at home in Canada.  

 

Our Values 

Integrity: We strongly believe that transparency and open communication are the pillars of unity with-

in the organization and that these  

values strengthen the success of Wings of Hope for Africa projects. Care: Donations to Wings of 

Hope for Africa benefit poor children, orphans, and needy families in Burundi. We strive to create 

equal opportunities for everyone and to to see the poor uplifted from desperate poverty to joyful self-

sufficiency.  

Empathy: Our focus is to advance education and to relieve poverty in underprivileged families by in-

vesting time and resources to create successful sustainable communities.  

Excellence: We are committed to the highest values and standards to achieve our goals.  



 3 

On behalf of the board of directors of Wings of Hope for Africa Foundation, we would like to 

express our heartfelt appreciation for your sponsorship to our mission. 

 

Your generous contributions have helped make our vision of a better life for hundreds of Bu-

rundian refugees in the Mahama camp a reality. 

 

Thanks to your faithful support, families now have access to community gardens, have been 

able to send their children to school, and have been provided much needed health care. 

Without your generosity this would not have been possible, and we are so grateful that you 

believed in us to make it possible. 

 

2016 has been a successful year. We saw huge tracking on our website with donations from 

all over the world. These donations have truly changed lives, given hope, and uplifted others 

from poverty. And we thank you for that. 

We wish you and your loved ones a happy holiday season and hope 2017 will bring health, 

prosperity and peace to you and your families. 

Thank you again for your kindness and continued support to this noble cause. 

 

- Aline Nzeyimana, Founder, Wings of Hope of Africa 
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 Wings of Hope for Africa was born out of compassion for children in 

need. When I became a mother I realized how painful it would be to see 

your children suffer due to hunger. When my son is sick, I start to think of 

those mothers in Africa who don’t have anything to give to their children 

when they’re ill or when they need everyday basic needs. I started Wings 

of Hope for Africa so I can be the voice of the voiceless and advocate for 

their rights and bring hope to those in need. 

 

 We have been operating in Burundi with the communities of Buterere 

and Kivumu since 2011. We recently expanded our program to Rwanda as 

well as at home in Calgary since last year. We need to continue to help 

families in need as we have seen the hope we brought and the difference 

we have made in people’s lives. 
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 As a part of our new Canadian Com-

munities Program, our first donations in Cal-

gary are complete. Over the Easter week-

end, we purchased and donated $5000 of in

-kind supplies to the YWCA Calgary. We 

purchased and delivered over 200 lbs of 

rice, 100lbs of pasta, and many other es-

sentials; cereal, canned food, pasta sauce, 

baby food, diapers, sanitary napkins, tooth-

paste and toothbrushes. The supply shelves 

at the YWCA Calgary are now stocked.  
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 In May 2016, we added five children 

to our sponsorship program in Burundi. 

Their mom is a widow and is ill, and the 

family struggles to afford the basics of life. 

We took the children to the market and 

with a budget of only $100, all received 

new shoes and clothes.  

 Because of our sponsorship, these 

children will also have the security of food, 

healthcare, and school supplies in the 

coming year. When you sponsor a child 

you will be giving an orphaned or vulnera-

ble child the opportunity to grow up with 

security of care, giving the gift of proper 

health, education access, and helping the 

child become an independent adult with a 

future full of hope and opportunity.  
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 In July 2016, we delivered supplies to Burundian refugees during our long await-

ed trip to Rwanda’s largest refugee settlement, the Mahama Camp. We delivered over 

100 mattresses, as well as clothing, shoes, and personal hygiene products for the Bu-

rundian refugees. We also did our absolute best to bring a ray of hope and optimism 

to those in living in desperate conditions – showing them that the world knows and 

cares about them.  
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 In July 2016, we delivered supplies to 

Gatagara House, in Kiyovu, Nyarugenge, 

Rwanda. This shelter houses more than 30 

Burundian refugees – elderly, youth, and 

young children who cannot stay at the refu-

gee camps due to sickness, trauma, mental 

illness, or disabilities.  

 These refugees are part of the hun-

dreds of thousands who fled Burundi since 

2015. In Gatagara House, they now live as a 

big family. Large refugee camps cannot ad-

dress their specific needs, but on a smaller 

scale, we can.  

 We donated 15 matresses, 25 blankets, 

300 kilograms of rice, 400 kilograms of 

beans, and 100 kilograms of flour.  
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 It is with great joy and excitement that we announce Wings of Hope for Africa’s 

new charitable program in the community of Kivumu, province of Bururi, in Burundi. 

We purchased 1 hectare of land in Kivumu to be turned into a community garden. 

Along with the land we have provided our participants with hoes, shovels, rakes and 

wheelbarrows.  

 The project will help 70 families per year to generate income through agriculture. 

The first season had a yield of 3000 kilograms (6600 lbs) of potatoes! This project will 

run in two phases bi-annually, and we are eagerly looking to expand it to new sites.  



 11 

 On October 29th, 2016, we donated 

health care cards to 50 families from Kivumu, 

Bururi, Burundi. Each card costs $5 and ena-

bles access to health care and the purchase of 

medicine at a reduced cost for the whole year.  
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 With the help of your donations, we supplied notebooks, uniforms, shoes, back-

packs, and writing supplies to 50 children and teenagers in Kivumu, Bururi. Some of 

these children have never worn shoes, or owned a backpack before. They can now 

attend school - a factor that will help them break the cycle of poverty.  
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 We began the second phase of the Ki-

vumu Community Garden in the fall of 2016. 

35 new families were selected to participate, 

and are busy preparing our one-hectare parcel 

for planting. Our self-sufficiency model is at 

work – the families will be planting seed pota-

toes from last season’s crops, and are using 

tools and training received from the previous 

group.  

 We also delivered two tons of fertilizer for 

the project. The garden has made an enor-

mous difference in the lives of our participants 

– enabling them to eat regular meals and have 

enough left over to supply a small income. We 

hope to continue and expand these projects – 

making a big impact one person at a time.  
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 Just before the holidays, we delivered donations of food, clothing, and supplies 

to refugees at Carama Camp, near Bujumbura, Burundi. This site hosts 242 families 

and about 218 children under 10 years old. Most from them fled their homes in the 

Burundian unrest.  
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Sponsor a Child in Burundi, Africa:  

 Your generous support has the power to change children's lives. When you 

sponsor a child you will be giving an orphaned or vulnerable child the opportunity to 

grow up with security of care, giving the gift of proper health, education access, and 

helping the child become an independent adult with a future full of hope and oppor-

tunity. You can select the age and gender of the child before donation. Based on these 

criteria, we will allocate the sponsorship to the children in need, starting with the ones 

who have been waiting the longest. Some of our children have been ready for spon-

sorship, waiting for over a year, so please help and give generously.  

 

Back to School Campaign 2017 : 

 See Back to School events listed in Projects. 
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 We support vulnerable families by developing education and 

cooperative projects to generate income, foster community build-

ing, and strengthen traditional methods of self-sufficiency through 

agriculture, and small business activities. With these programs, 

we create economic sustainability and growth, leading to reduced 

poverty while increasing quality of life. One of our main goals is to 

break the cycle of poverty and create projects that foster econom-

ic sustainability and growth. We continually work on various pro-

jects in the most impoverished communities of Burundi.  
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 The long crisis that Burundi has experienced in last two decades has had a dis-

astrous impact on all sectors of the country, resulting in the increased impoverishment 

of the population, loss of the social and cultural underpinnings, destruction of several 

socioeconomic infrastructures as well as the weakening of the administration and the 

whole of the system of governance of the country.  

 In the community of Buterere, Burundi, 70 per cent of adults are illiterate and 

families are living well below the poverty line, existing on less than $1 a day. Women 

and girls are subject to sexual abuse and prostitution. Many of the men and male 

youth often resort to begging, as well as scavenging for food and materials which 

causes public health problems. Buterere is also a center for refugees from neighbor-

ing countries. 80 per cent of the population is unable to access clean drinking water 

and less than 5 per cent are able to practice good hygiene such as hand washing.  

 Under such circumstances, there is a great urgency for humanitarian aid and 

self-sufficiency development in Buterere and the rest of the country.  
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 We are expanding to Kigali, the capital and largest city in Rwanda. The project 

is a learning centre located in the district of Muhima, where Wings of Hope for Africa’s 

team will teach participants basic literacy skills. It will also run courses on small busi-

ness information and self-sufficiency. We acquired five sewing machines and other 

necessary materials. Other courses will be developed that may best support future 

employment. Families will pass their knowledge every three months onto the next par-

ticipating families. This training will help them secure work or start their own business 

so they can break the cycle of poverty.  
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 Our self-sufficiency and small business education 

extends to manufacturing projects. Our brick making 

program runs from July to September each year, with 

the participants creating traditional bricks and selling 

them at the market to create income. The participants 

are learning to cooperate with each other on the project 

and are building strong community relationships. So far 

we have helped 20 families and plan to run the project 

again in 2016. Out of the bricks that they make, they 

can use them to have an income.  
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 In 2013, Wings of Hope for Africa launched the Community Garden – an agricul-

tural project supporting dozens of families in Buterere, Burundi. Over a two-year peri-

od, the project provided tools, seeds, and trained 30 families to grow crops.  

 With the generous help our our sponsors, we were able to expand this project 

into other sites. In January 2016, we purchased a 1 hectare plot in the community of 

Kivumu, Burundi. This community garden supports 70 families per year in 2 growing 

phases, and is an ongoing and sustainable program made possible by our purchase 

of the permanent site for the project. Our self-sufficiency model is designed so that the 

participants pass training and a portion of the crop seeds to the next families. We 

have had much success with the first season in 2016 - the plot yielded over 6,000 lbs 

of potatoes. We are actively looking for funding to expand and replicate this program 

into more sites.  
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 Our individual family sponsorships focuses on providing immediate relief. With 

the help of our sponsors, we donate grain, beans, rice, and other basics, where the 

food can be consumed and surplus sold at the market to generate income. We also 

donate livestock, such as goats, which provide milk and nourishment, and are bred 

among participating families to multiply and sustain the benefit.  

How do your donations help?  

 Livestock donation is an efficient method of promoting immediate relief and long

-term sustainability. For example, a donation of only $50 is sufficient to purchase one 

goat. The goats produce milk, providing essential nutrients for growing children. The 

families ensure sustainability of the donation by breeding their goat - each animal can 

be bred twice per year and produces two to three offspring each time. Therefore, the 

benefit of one goat quickly multiplies. The sale of the offspring allows participants to 

pay for other necessities like housing, healthcare, food and schooling.  
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Wings of Hope for Africa Disease Prevention and Health Care Programs: 

 We work to educate families in the prevention of malaria, and other mosquito-

borne infectious diseases. We run projects to distribute mosquito netting as a part of 

an anti-malaria education project. Malaria is rated as the leading cause of childhood 

mortality in Burundi, with 48 per cent of children under five dying of the disease prior 

to 2011. A single malaria net can be bought for a donation of just $10.  

 A functioning health care system is crucial in ending poverty. In addition to lack 

of health care access, many people in Buterere, one of the poorest neighborhoods in 

the capital of Bujumbura, have chronic health issues such as malnutrition and diar-

rhea. Lack of clean water is widespread, and families cannot afford to purchase food. 

An estimated 29 per cent of children under five in Burundi are underweight.  

 In 2012, we began a program to buy government health care cards for vulnera-

ble families in Buterere. At a cost of only $5 per card, the sponsored individuals are 

able to access disease management and prevention. These donations are making a 

large impact in the lives of families. Normally, if a family falls ill they receive no treat-

ment, leading to school, or employment absence and no wages. With this card, indi-

viduals receive immediate access to health benefits. Thanks to our sponsors, we pro-

vided health care cards to over 60 families since 2012.  
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 Thousands of families in Burundi have little or no access to health care because 

they cannot afford it. The country’s civil war from 1993 to 2005 had destructive conse-

quences on the economy and the healthcare sector. The government’s ability to invest 

in health care was limited, medical staff was lacking, and infrastructure was de-

stroyed. Ongoing instability during that period resulted in reduced access to health 

care. At the same time, infectious and parasitic diseases, especially malaria, are prev-

alent.  

 Since 2015, the onset of new political unrest and violence is causing more prob-

lems in Burundi. With only a small portion of the government budget allocated to 

health care, the Ministry of Health imposes full costs of medicine, medical consulta-

tions and tests on the patients. No system protects the less fortunate. Despite high 

levels of vulnerability, very few households obtain a full waiver of fees, or health care 

cards for reduced costs. Some improvements have emerged in recent years, including 

an increased use of health care services for children under five and strengthening of 

the health system through private-public partnerships and engaging communities, but 

much remains to be improved.  

 Our Wings of Hope for Africa team in Burundi assesses the health care needs of 

families in order to see who would make a great fit for the program. The volunteers 

work with the chief of the village to decide which families are suitable candidates. 

Families are grateful for the help they receive from Wings of Hope for Africa.  

 Our sponsors are crucial in continuing our program, and some have made re-

markable contributions in the past. One of our sponsors participating in the Sponsor a 

Child program learned their child had suffered a broken leg. The individual paid for the 

child’s X-ray and surgery. As our organization grows and acquires more partnerships, 

we will be able to expand our health care program into other focus areas such as vac-

cinations and sponsoring medical clinics.  
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Wings of Hope for Africa Delivers Supplies to Mahama Camp Refugees: 

 At Wings of Hope for Africa, we are dedicated to bringing help and basics of life to 

those displaced by war and conflict. In July 2016, we delivered supplies to Burundian refu-

gees during our long-awaited trip to Rwanda’s largest refugee settlement, the Mahama 

Camp. Aline Nzeyimana, our founder, her husband Jordan Mack and photographer Amber 

Hartnett travelled to Rwanda to deliver supplies purchased from donations collected across 

Canada.  

 Our team bought supplies in Rwanda’s capital of Kigali, then embarked on a four hour 

journey to the camp, where they handed off the donations to the Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The team of three bought and delivered 100 

mattresses, 1200 pairs of undergarments, 118 shoes for women and children, as well as 60 

shorts and 60 t-shirts, 40 pants and 40 long sleeved shirts for children. The supplies were 

purchased with the $8496 we raised during a three-and-a-half month campaign earlier in 

2016.  

 The donation was given to the UNHCR and was distributed later that day. We were 

allowed entrance to the camp, where we met met and spoke to some of the refugees. We 

saw desperation and hopelessness as people try to cope living in cramped areas filled with 

worn-out tents without mattresses. We did our absolute best to bring a ray of hope and opti-

mism to those living in desperate conditions — showing them that the world knows and 

cares about them.  

 We are grateful to all of the Canadians, many of whom are Calgarians, for donating to 

the Burundian refugee campaign. We want to give a million thank-yous to all Canadians who 

donated and brought hope to these families. We showed the Burundians that even though 

there is a large distance between Canada and Africa, they are human beings and we care 

for them. Thank you very much to all our supporters who made this possible.  

 Since April 2015, Burundi’s political violence forced over 250 000 civilians to escape 

into neighboring countries, as reported by the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR). 

The refugees are still arriving as of October 2016, as the situation in Burundi remains tense 

and unpredictable.  

 The UNHCR requested USD $175.1 million for the humanitarian response in the re-

gion, and has to date received USD $7.7 million, or about 4%. It is making an urgent appeal 

to humanitarian agencies worldwide to help with the gap and mobilize additional resources 

for support, either by money donations, or in-kind aid. With only a fraction funded, there are 

major problems with basic supplies for the refugees, as well as with access to education, 

health care, livelihoods, counselling and more.  
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 For decades, Burundi has had a complex history of ethnic tension between its 

Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups and a deep familiarity with traumatic events, including 

the mass killing of over 200 000 people in 1993, after the assassination of the first 

democratic elected Hutu president, Melchior Ndadaye. Burundi was trapped in a state 

of civil war until 2004, after which Julius Nyerere and Nelson Mandela mediated a 

lengthy and eventually successful movement toward peace. The ARUSHA ACCORDS 

sealed the peace agreement. Burundi’s contemporary era has brought new institu-

tions to the country, including a more open Constitution, which led to the election of a 

majority Hutu government in 2005, and hence electing Pierre Nkurunziza democrati-

cally in 2005.  

 In April 2015, Burundi’s President Nkurunziza was controversially nominated by 

his party for a third term in office. Since then, his supporters and opponents disagreed 

as to whether it was legal for him to run again. Anti-third-term demonstrations to pro-

test potential third presidency of Nkurunziza have led to total chaos; a failed military 

coup and a government crackdown resulting in hundreds of deaths, wounded, impris-

onments, shutdown of all private medias, and a declining social–economic life of the 

country.  

 Despite recent high level efforts to engage the Burundi government, there have 

not been significant improvements in the security and human rights situation on the 

ground. The deteriorating economic situation is also a cause for concern and could 

trigger further displacement.  
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Helping Canadian Low Income Families: 

 We provide financial support to low-income families and single parents of school

-age children in Calgary, Alberta. We work with schools in low-income areas to select 

the individuals in the most need of help. We also work with local churches to identify 

those in need.  

 Our support currently consists of grocery gift card donations to families living be-

low the poverty line, as based on the most recent notice of assessment. We also pro-

vide support for families to identify other resources available to them in the City of Cal-

gary: free or low cost food programs, low income housing, shelters, and work support.  

 We work with schools in low-income areas to select the individuals in the most 

need for help. We also work with local churches to identify those in need. We are 

planning to expand this program to more provide more frequent help, so that it makes 

more of an impact for each family in need (e.g., provide four $250 grocery gift cards 

per year instead of two), as well as provide more in-kind support (e.g., monthly food 

hampers for pickup at schools, winter clothing, school supplies, Christmas toys), as 

we obtain more funding. Our goal is to help 30 families per year, plus deliver in-kind 

supplies to be distributed to children in school once each quarter. Our current revenue 

allows for approximately five to ten families, and one school donation event per year.  

 We also support local organizations who have similar goals and values. Over 

the 2016 Easter weekend, we purchased and donated $5000 of in-kind supplies to the 

YWCA of Calgary. We purchased and delivered over 200 lbs of rice, 100 lbs of pasta, 

and many other essentials; cereal, canned food, pasta sauce, baby food, diapers, 

sanitary napkins, toothpaste and toothbrushes.  

 This was our first project in our lineup of donations to help Canadian families 

and communities, and carries through with our mission of helping with basic needs of 

life, right here at home. YWCA's work is focused on women’s support services related 

to family violence prevention, homelessness, poverty reduction, exclusion, and com-

munity-based supports for children and families.  
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What is Wings of Hope for Africa Foundation? 

Wings of hope for Africa foundation is a Canadian registered charity which uplifts im-

poverished families from desperate living conditions to joyful self sufficiency. 

Who benefits from Wings of Hope for Africa’s work? 

Donations to Wings of Hope for Africa Foundation benefit poor children, orphans, and 

needy families in Burundi. 

How can I see the results of my contributions? 

We update stories about Wings of Hope for Africa Foundation’s work on our website 

and through our Facebook page. We also try to regularly send donors a newsletter by 

mail or email. 

If I sponsor a child, how long of a commitment do I need to make? 

When we see that the family has become self-sufficiency, we will let you know and we 

can introduce you another child. It is up to you to sponsor him/her or not. We will con-

tact you and meet your wishes. 

Can I have access to financial and other reports? 

Yes, Wings of Hope for Africa Foundation strongly believes that transparency and 

open communication are the pillars of unity within the organization and that these val-

ues strengthen the success of WHA projects. At the end of each year, a Financial Re-

port is submitted to all members, which will be posted on our website. 

 

PRIVACY POLICY 

Wings of Hope for Africa Foundation respects the privacy of our donors. The personal 

information you share with us will be used to manage your sponsorship, provide you 

with opportunities to help poor children and families and communicate with you about 

our work. It will not be sold, traded or rented to any other organization. 
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Donate to Wings of Hope for Africa Foundation: 

Our programs would not be possible without your generous support. With each dona-

tion, we support children's education, help vulnerable families achieve self-sufficiency, 

enable access to healthcare, and bring disaster and crisis relief to those in dire need. 

All contributions will be graciously acknowledged. Wings of Hope for Africa Founda-

tion is a registered (#850144502RR0001) tax-exempt organization and donations from 

Canadian residents are tax-deductible.  
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Volunteer with Wings of Hope for Africa: 

Are you a professional looking for skills-based volunteering? A student looking for valuable 

experience and references? A compassionate individual who wants to be involved in helping 

a small community? We are wholly dependent on our sponsors and volunteers and their 

generous support. We are looking for individual sponsors who can contribute to our projects 

and development on an on-going, or temporary basis.  

Who Can Volunteer?  

We’re looking for volunteers all the time — there is a few stipulations, though. You must be 

at least 18 years old. You really want to make a difference in the lives of the less fortunate. 

And we know that if you're reading this, you’ve already got that desire to help. You can be-

come part of fundraising and organizing events, or help out in many other ways. Our greatest 

need is on the frontlines of fundraising, such as researching grant opportunities and new 

partnerships. We are also always looking for event volunteers to help with fundraising.  

Why Volunteer?  

 Taking on a volunteering position adds immense value to your resume and can make you 

infinitely more employable. We ask volunteers for a minimum 4 hours per week, for 3 

months. We will gladly provide reference letters for outstanding contributions. 

 You can learn new skills, make new friends, or use your existing professional skills to 

help others. Taking part in our programs and seeing results can be very rewarding, and 

you’ll take home new skills, knowledge and practical work experience. You will also know 

that your involvement is making a difference in one of the poorest regions in the world. 

 Whether you’re interested in helping out once in a while, or donating your professional 

skills or experience on a regular basis, there are plenty of ways to become a part of 

Wings of Hope for Africa. We are currently looking for: 

 -Marketing and Fundraising Coordinators 

 -Accountants 

 -Graphic Designers 

 -Event Volunteers 
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 We believe that businesses and charities can achieve more by working 

together to address social and environmental issues than by working alone. We 

therefore warmly invite private and public organizations to become our partners 

and sponsors. We are seeking to partner with corporate organizations and gov-

ernment agencies, local and to join us in the fight against poverty and disease 

in Burundi. We are ready to partner with you implement key projects for your 

business, community and government.  

How can your organization benefit?  

 Nonprofits like our charity have passionate followers and key relationships 

and networks that may not otherwise be accessible to brands or companies. 

These strengths and relationships that can work hard for brands and brand 

partners.  

 Corporate sponsorship also allows both parties to enhance the authority, 

credibility and authenticity of what they are both saying. Wings of Hope for 

Africa Foundation will give business sponsors recognition through its web-

site, through social media platforms like Facebook, and publicly through 

events. Our partners are vital to building our programs for children, and we 

are grateful to each one for their unique contributions.  
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 Join Our Campaigns  

 -Funding one of our campaigns allows you to be directly involved in a cause 

 chosen by your company and give visibility of this particular cause in the 

 community.  

 Event Sponsorship  

 -We hold fundraisers at least twice per year. Sponsoring a Wings of Hope for 

 Africa event will build positive awareness of your brand.  

 Volunteer Programs for Employers  

 -Email us to ask about volunteer opportunities. We would be happy to host a 

 team-building event that combines fun and volunteering for your employees.  

 Custom Partnerships  

 -We understand that each company has individual preferences and needs, 

 therefore, we want to hear from you and see how we can work together.  

 -You can join us to provide products, services, and professional advice.  

 Contributions of any kind will be a direct reflection of your corporate image, and 

 will be gratefully acknowledged on our website and social media properties. We 

 are available to participate at your events and explain the impact that your  

 support is having in the fight against poverty and disease in Burundi, East Africa.  
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